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About the NIMH

• The National Institute of Mental Health 
(NIMH) is the lead federal agency for 
research on mental illnesses.

• NIMH supports more than 3,000 
research grants and contracts at 
universities and other institutions 
across the country and overseas. 

• NIMH intramural research programs 
support approximately 600 scientists 
working on the NIH campuses.
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NIMH’s Mission

www.nimh.nih.gov



NIMH Strategic Plan for Research
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Define the mechanisms of complex Objective 1: behaviors

Objective 2:
Chart mental illness trajectories to 
determine when, where, and how to 

intervene

Objective 3: Strive for prevention and cures

Objective 4: Strengthen the public health impact of 
NIMH-supported research
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From Basic Research to Implementation 
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Priorities on NIMH Website
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NIMH Strategic Plan for Research
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Identify biomarkers and behavioral markers

Early Prediction & Preemption

Trajectories of health and disease & Sensitive periods

Interventions that modify trajectories

Development: Maturation/Sensitive Periods
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Thank You!

9

Eric Murphy

eric.murphy@nih.gov
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