Questions for Editorial Panel


I often want to "do one more thing" to make a paper I'm working on
better before submitting it.  Those "one more things" snowball and add
up to delay submitting a paper by weeks or months.  How can I tell when
a manuscript I am working on is ready, even if I have a nagging feeling
that if I keep working on it, I can make it better?
Marissa Weiss

How do you decide when you have enough material for a paper?  How do you
make a decision regarding publishing small results as they come out in
lesser journals versus waiting for a large result to publish in a major
journal?  The risk of waiting is that the large experiment may fail and
then you have no publication.
Dan Gatti
UNC-CH

What is an appropriate time for contacting the editor if
accaptance/comments/rejection is not received.
Charlotte Smith


"How do you determine the journal that you should submit to-
particularly if you have done something that is exciting beyond the scope of your
immediate discipline, has broad relevance, and could be published in a  journal
that your supervisors/collaborators usually don't publish in"
Manish Kumar
University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign

"What factors do editors consider when deciding which papers to
publish/reject for publication?  How much of this decision is made by
editors vs. peer-reviewers?"
Josh Apte

  My question would be how to choose the right journal for submission.
I've attached the signed release form.
Alexander Jones

I would like to know how to strike a balance between clear, concise,
accurate writing and the need to get information out in a timely manner
and further the research itself.  In other words: when is it time to quit working on a paper and just
submit it?  Does everything have to be "perfect" or is there a "good enough"?
Denise Burchsted

This sounds like an interesting panel.  I would be interested in hearing
about suggestions for how to determine where to publish
interdisciplinary work.  For example, my work falls into areas of
planning, economics, social science, sustainability, management and
engineering and it is sometimes tough to determine which journal would
be best to submit to.
Shannon Rogers

How do high-profile journals such as Nature and Science choose their
articles? The text of many of the articles published in these journals
focus mainly on interesting results and discussion, leaving out
details about the experiment, model, or methods. How is the fine line
between touting interesting results and discussion of the methods
located?
Eric Leibensperger

How do you recommend we choose our co-authors for a paper? Other
researchers may have contributed intellectually, mathematically,
physically (i.e. field work), monetarily or provided resources such as
access to an instrument. Who really deserves to be on your papers? There
are many politics involved and lots to gain and also lose.--
Kimberly K. Holzer

How often should we expect rejections of submitted publications? I
assume the rejection rate is a product of both the quality of work (and
so a component of the rejection rate would be researcher-specific) as
well as a somewhat random process involving the choice of reviewer,
editor, etc. (and so a component of the rejection rate might be more
general and not researcher-specific). Given that rejections probably
involve a random component, even the best researchers will likely have
papers rejected. I am curious what sort of rejection rate we should
expect with publications.
Andrea Miehls

1.  What are some absolute "don'ts" when you're writing articles?  What
are some things that you see fairly often that might immediately turn a reviewer
off?

2.  How can we write to make articles more dynamic and interesting to
read?  Or should we not worry much about that and just try to get information
across in articles?
Brooke Anderson

     -    What are the most time consuming steps in the
     review/publication process, and what can the author do to hasten
     publication?
     -    If two papers have a somewhat similar focus, what makes one
     more likely for acceptance than another, whether it be the
     decision whether or not to publish or whether the author gets an
     oral vs. poster presentation at a conference?
     -    How do journal/conference editors usually determine
     appropriate peer reviewers?
     -    Generally, what are the most important components of a high
     quality paper?
     -    What is your opinion of newer online-only journals, such
     Environmental Research Letters, particularly with regards to the
     tradeoff between time-to-publication and journal prestige?
     -    What do you suggest to look for when choosing a journal to
     which your article should be submitted?
Stuart Cohen


My question: Do authors have the opportunity to dispute or rebut
critiques by the reviewers/editors--especially if the paper was rejected
on the grounds of said critiques? If so, how are those discussions
usually carried out (e.g. via phone, email, etc.)?
Tony Eallanardo

How do editors feel about authors contesting rejection decisions, for
example, if you receive two conflicting reviews or a rejection seems to
be based on a fixable misunderstanding, rather than a core problem with
the work? Is it better to cut your losses and move to the next journal
on the list or to approach an editor for reconsideration at your
preferred journal/readership for that work? Are there tips for opening
this sort of dialog effectively?
Emily Wheeler

The first peer-reviewed article I wrote was submitted to a journal that
my supervisor knew long in advance was the journal that he wanted the
work to be presented in.  Is this a common practice among researchers,
or was my boss an anomaly?  What would be the benefits and/or
disadvantages of this method?
- Eric White



